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palmy days of the Patriarchate of Constantinople, those of
Syria, Palestine, and Egypt were, by comparison, mere
country parishes. But apart from geographical extent this
patriarchate has always enjoyed many evident advantages
over the other three. While these latter fell under the blight-
ing influences of Islam from its earliest days, Constantinople,
the seat of the former, remained the capital of the Byzantine
Empire till 1453, whence a certain imperial glamour has
never ceased to hang about the Ecumenical Church. It was
in Constantinople that the Patriarchs of Antioch and Jerusa-
lem found exile when their thrones were usurped by Latin
prelates, and in Constantinople were their lines kept up
for over a century and a half of crusading domination in their
own sees. In the imperial city they were under the wing,
as it were, of the Ecumenical patriarch, until he, in his turn,
was temporarily forced from his throne by the establishment
of the Latin Empire, which lasted from 1204 to 1261. For
more than two centuries previous to 1843 the Patriarchs of
Jerusalem were usually resident at Constantinople, thus
acknowledging it to be the practical centre for ecclesiastical
affairs. Because of his nearness to the imperial throne the
Ecumenical patriarch has often acted as intermediary be-
tween the sultan and the other patriarchs. From their
brother at Constantinople these prelates to this day, under
normal conditions/ receive the chrismatic oil. In com-
paratively recent times (from 1724 to 1850) the Patriarchate
of the Holy Synod of Antioch, at Damascus, by reason of
internal weakness delegated the election of its own patri-
archs to the Holy Synod of Constantinople. To the outside
world, such voluntary delegating of inherent rights might
well appear to be an acknowledgment of superior control.
In view of what has seemed to me to be a general misappre-
hension of a somewhat delicate matter—namely, the inter-
relations of the four patriarchs—application was made to
the Bureau of the Patriarchate of Alexandria for official
answers to a number of questions covering the points at
1 During the recent dispute between the Sees of Antioch and Con-
stantinople, the former received the chrism from the chief metropolitan
of the Russian Church.

